EY I wil pray with the Spirit, and I will | 
pray with the Underſtanding alſo. | 
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DIRECTIONS 
5 5 R 1 b. 
Devout & Proper ust 

"OFT HE 

CommMon-Pravek, 

As it is uſed in the 


Daily Service of the Church. 


T is grievous to confider, how 
many Chriſtians. there are, (if 
ſuch as they deſerve the Name 
of Chriſtians,) Who come not to 

Church at all, or very ſeldom, to pay 


- that publick Duty and Worſhip to 
_ GOD, which our Religion calls he: 
And even of thoſe that do come, we 
find the greateſt part behaving them- 


A2 ſelves 


55 L973 
ſelves in ſuch a careleſs manner, as 
if the Worſhip of GOD were either 
not their Buſineſs there, or not 
worth minding. Some t all the 
Time of Prayers, or put themſelves 
into ſuch other lazy and irreverent 
Poſtures, as ſhew ſufficiencly they 
have no Senſe of what they ſhould 
be doing, no Awe upon them of 
that glorious Majeſty to whom they 
ſhould be praying. Others lay them- 
ſelves to Sleep, or trifle away the 
Time in thinking of their worldly 
Affairs: Others gaze and ſtare about 
upon the Congregation, or keep 
talking and whiſpering with their 
Neighbours; and this is eſpecially 
_ obſervable while the Leſſons are read- 
ing, as if the Word of GOD could 
teach them nothing they did not 
know before; or as if they were 
not concerned to heed, what their 
Creator ſays to them. With Re- 


gard to ſuch cold and careleſs Wor- e 


ſhippers, we may apply to the 
Church, what Jacob ſaid of Bethel, 
Surely the Lord is in this Place, and 
they knew it not. They don't cenſi- 
der, that they are in the immediate 


— 


0 5) 
Preſence of GOD, and that by ſuch 
a rude Behaviour they affront him 
to his Face, while they ſhonld be 
devoutly attending upon him. 

Others there are, who do indeed 
ſhew ſome Inclination to mind the 
Prayers, and all the reſt of the Ser- 
vice: but they do it with ſo much 

Diſorder and Confuſion, as ſhews 
they don't rightly underſtand the 
Difference betwixt one part of the 
Service and another; that ſome are 
| Prayers, ſome Praiſes and Thankſgi- 
{ wings, ſome publick Profeſſions of = 
Chriſtian Faith, and ſome no more 
than Inſtructions, Commands, or Ex- 
 hortations to the People. We often 
find them repeating after the Mi- 
' 1 © niſter what He alone ſhould ſpeak, 
and they ſhould only hearken to. And 

| they are alſo apt, when they join 

on in the Prayers, to ſay them after 
' him fo loud, as muſt needs be trou- 
bleſome, and diſturb thoſe that are 
near theni. Now that ſuch well 
diſpoſed Perſons may be taught to 
- govern their Devotion better, and to 
ſerve GOD not only with the Spi- 
rit, but with Underſtanding too, che 
A 3 8 | Fol.” 
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following Directions are earneſtly 
recommended to their Practice. 

Firſt then, Be ſure you come /o 
early to Church, as to be there 4 
the very Beginning of the Service : 
tor GOD wil} not be ſerved by 
nalves. The ſame Obligation lies 
upon you to attend every Part of 
his publick Worſhip, as ro come to 
Church at all. And it you mils the 
Beginning of it, you loſe the Op- 
portunity of confeſling your Sins, 
and the Comfort of hearing, your 
Pardon read to you thereupon ; be- 
1ide that, by coming late, you di— 
ag the Congregation, to make 
way for you. Be ſure alſo net ro 
leave the Church, without great Ne- 
cellity, till after the Miniſter has 
pronounced the Bleſſing that concludes 
the whole Service: for if you go 
out before, you ſhew that you 46e 
ſpiſe the Bleſling, and therefore can- 
not expect the Grace and Peace f, 
COD ſhould go along with you. 

Having, as ſoon as you could oct 
an Opportunity after your Entrance 
into the Church, caſt your felt down. 
opon vour Enecs betore the Maſter 


| at 
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of the Houſe, the Great GOD oft 
Heaven, and lift up your Heart pri- 
vately to him, for his Help and 
Aſſiſtance to perform thoſe ſolemn 
Doties of Religion which you come 
there for ; ſet your ſelves in good. 
carneſt, w inGOD's Sight, keeping 
your Thoughts only upon him, look - 
ing upon him as obferving what 
you think, as well as what you ſay 
or do, all the while you are before 
him. And attend to the Nature 
and Order of every part of the Ser- 
vice. 85 
The firſt thing done The Se u- 
by the Miniſter, is to Ferrer. 
read ſome Se ont 
_ of SOD's holy Word. Herken dili⸗ 
pently to theſe; and conſider thein 
as ſpoken by GOD himſelf at firit, 
and now repeated in your Ears, to 
put you in mind of ſomething, which 
he wonld have you to believe or do 
upon this Occaſion. And they are all 
ſuch Sentences as put us in mind of 
our Sins againſt him, and of his Pro- 
miſe ro pardon them, if we do re- 
pent; that ſo we may carry our ſelves 
with that Reverence and godly Fear. 
A. 4 55 BS. 
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before him, as becomes thoſe who are 


ſenſible of their own Sinfulneſs and 


Unworthineſs to approach ſo great a 


Majeſty; and likewiſe with that Faith 


and humble Confidence, which be- 
comes thoſe who believe, that, upon 
our Repentance, he will pardon and 
Accept us according to his Promiſes. 
Then follows a grave 
Eæhortation; and while 
this iSreading (which is 
the Miniſter's part alone, Ind not to he 
repeated after him by the Congregati- 
on,) take particular notice of every 


| Tie Exhar- 
£3! 10 . 


Word and Expreſſion in it, ascontri- 


ved on purpoſe to prepare you for the 
Service of God, by poſſeſſing your 


Minds with a due Senſe of bis ſpecial 
Preſence with you, and of the great 


Ends of your coming before him at 
this Time; but more particularly to 


| compoſe your Thoughts for that part 


of the Service which follows next, the 
Humble Confeſſion of your Sins. 


And here, while you 
e Con- are confeſſing to GOD. 


ien. with your Month, re- 


peating Sentence by Sentence after 


the Mioiſter, be ſure to do it allo 12 
Jour 


— 


2 


1 


your Hearts; calling to Mind as many 
as you can of thole particular Sins 
which you have been guilty of, either 
by doing what you olg ht not to ts, or not 
doing what you ought, ſo as to repeur 
ſincerely of them, and ſtedfaſtly to 
retolve againſt them tor the Time to 
come; imploring his Mercy in the 
Pardon of them, and his Grace, that 
from thence forward you may entire 
ly forjake then, 
___ TheConfeſllion caded, 
and you continuing up- 
on your Knees, the Mi- 
niſter ſtands up, and in the Name of 
GOD declaresand pronounces Pardon. 
and Forgiveneſs to all that truly re- 
pent, and unfeignedly believe his Goſ- 
pel. And while the Abfolntion is 
thus pronouncing, you are to hearken 
to it with per fect Silence, not reading 
or repeating it along with the Aliniſter, 
as many ignorant or thoughtleis Peo- 
ple do; for it is the Miniſter's part 


1 1 
The Atſo- 
ut ion. 


alone, as G0 Dos Ambaſlador, and 
making this Declaration by Authority 
from GOD: but every particular Per- 
ſon there preſent ought humbly and 
eaten to Pf it to him ſelt, ſo 

* tar 


10.0 
ar as to be fully nerfwaded in his 
own Mind, that if his Conſcience tells 
him, he does really agd heartily repent, 
and fucertly believe in Chriſt, he is now 
diſcharged and abſolved from all his 
ins, as $ certainly as if GOD himſelf 
=_ dec lared it with his own Mouth, 

ince bis Miniſter has done It by his 
Order: 
The Lird's The next that follows 
Prayer. Is, the Lord's-Prayer; in 
which the whole Con- 
gregation joins: for looking upon 
our ſelves as abſolved from our Sins 
upon Repentance and Faith in Chriff, 
and by conſequence as reconciled to 
GOD, we take the Boldneſs to call 
him Father, ſaying, Our Father which 
art in Heaven, &c. 
VV done, we lift up 
our Hearts and Voices 
600 ng to GO, for his Aſſiſtance 
V Naiſa⸗ we are a- 
bout to offer him: The Miniſter cry- 
ing out, 0h Lord, open thou our Lips; 
the People anſwering, And our Mouths 
Hall ſhew forth thy Praiſe; the Miniſter 
again, Oh GOD, make ſpeed to ſave us; 
the People, Oh Lord, make haſt to help 


HHH + 


Preparati- 


cr) 
1. Then immediately ſtanding up, WE 
put our ſelves into a Poſture of praiſ- 
ing and magnifying the Eternal GOD 
for his infinite Greatneſs, Goodneſs, 
and Mercy. For which Purpole the 
Miniſter firſt ſays, Glory be to the Fa- 
ther, &c. the People, to ſhew their 
Conſent, anſwer, As it was in the Be- 
ginning, &c. The Minilter calling a- 
gain upon the People, Praiſe ye the 
Lord); and the People anſwering, The © 
Lord's Name be praiſed; we go on ac- 
cordingly 0 raiſe Dim | 
by ſaying or Na the The Pſalm 
Ninety Fiſth Pſalm, and * 00s. 
then che Pſalms appointed; for the Day. 
After every one of which (to teſtiſſe 
that 1t is the ſame divine Being, three 
Perſons and one GOD, in Honour of 
whom theſe Pſalms were compoſed 
and made uſe of in the Jewiſh Church, 
and who is ſtil] praiſed and worſhip- 
ped by them in the Chriſtian Church,) 
we repeat that incomparable Hymn, 
Glory be to the Father, &c. Now while 
you, together with the Miniſter, are 
"repeating theſe Pſalms, and this, or 
tneother Hymns thatare aſed in other 
parts of the Service, to the Honour: 


and! 


; C12). | 
and Glory of God, obſerve the Mini- 


ſter's part as well as your own, and lift 


np your Hearts together with your 
Voices to the higheſt Pitch you can, 
in acknowledging, magnifying, and 
prathng the infinite Wiſdom, and 


Power, and Goodneſs, and Glory of - 


the moſt HighGOD in all his Works, 
the Wonders that he has done, and 
{till does, for the Children of Men, 


and for you among the reſt. And in 


doing this, you ſtand up; not only to fia- 

niſie, but to forward the liſting up of 
your Minds at the ſame time: for as 
ou the one Hand, if our Souls be real- 


ly lift vp 1n the Praiſes of GOD, our 


Bodics will naturally rife to accom- 


pany them as far as they can towards 
Heaven; fo on the other Hand, the 
raiſing vp of our Bodies helps 5 ard 


the railing up of our Souls too, hy ite 


ting us in mind of that high an 0 hea- 
venly Work we are abont, wherein, * 


according to our weak Capacities, we 
join with the bleſſed Saints and An- 


gels above in praiſing GOD now, as 


we hope to do it evermore. 

The Scrip- When 6 0 D's Werd 
tures, 18 reading: itt either of the 
| | Chapters, 


* — e uus 


bo o prattiſe, and 


Leſſon is read, and again 
after the Second, we. 
renew our devout Praiſes to GOD in' 


6 


Chapters, whecher ot the Old or New 


Teſtament, receive it nt as the Word 


of Men, but, as it is in Truth, the Word 


_ of GOD, which efſet nally worketh in you 


that believe, 1 T hell: ji. 13. and there- 
fore hearken to it with the ſame At- 
tention, Reverence, and Faith, as you. 


would have done, it you had ſtood by 


Mount Sinai, when GOD proclaimcd 
the Law; or by our Saviour's Side, 
when he publiſhed the Goſpel. But 
remember allo 155 you hear in order 

e ) e DO ERS of the 
Vord, not HE ARERS only, dectiving 


5 own ſelves, Jam. 1. 22: Obſerve 
in thoſe Parts of Scripture that are 


read to you, what Sins Almiphty _ 
GOD there warns you againſt, what 


Duties he there requires you to per- 
form, what Doctrines he there tcach- 


es you; and be ſire that when you 


go home, you think of them, and live 


accordingly. 


As ſoon as the firſt Hymns after 


the Leſſonr. 


certain Hum appointed for that 
-- Pure 


„„ 4 
. Porpoſe. And then 
Th: Creed. with one Heart and 
Voice we all repcat the Apeſtles Creed, 


or that of St. Athanaſins upon the 


Days our Church has order'd it, to 


gniße and declare our Aſſent to, and 


firm Belief of the whole Scriptures, 
but eſpecially of the Chriſtian Goſpel. 
Many ignorant People ſeem to take 


the Creed to be a Prayer, and repeat. 


it devoutly, with Eyes lifted up 
ſuch; which is a very grofs Miſtake. 
It is not 4 Prayer, but only a ſolemn 
Acknowledgment and Profeſſion of our 
Faith, or what we do helicve as Chri- 
ſtians. And by repeating it here, we 
do in the Face of the Congregation 
profeſs cur ſelves to continue 1n the 
Number of Chriſt's Diſciples; and that 
as we were at firſt baptized, ſo we ſtill 


believe in the Name of the Father, 


Son, and Holy Ghoſt, one GOD bieſ- 


{ed for evermore. And this alſo we do 


ſtanding, to ſignifie our Readineſs t 
deſend this Faith, to the utmoſt of 
our Power, againſt all Oppoſition 

whatſoever. Be {ure therefore that ycu 


really believe every Article as you pro- 


nounce it, that you be not found Dil- 
emblers and Hypoct ites in the Sight 


—— — — 


ö — 
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Petitions before G ON. 
But ſeeing that neither ,, thereto, 


the Miniſter and People 


5 
of GOD: and when you ſtand up to re- 
peat the Creed, let it be your ſerious 
Purpoſe to _——— that good Pro- 
teflion,and to ſtand by it, and ſt ick to 
it, under all Perſecutions, if you ſhall 
be called at any Time to ſulſer for it. 

The next thing we do 
is, to make known our The Proyers. 
Wants, and preſent our * C4: 


. erg 


Miniſter nor People can : 
poſlibly do it aright, without the Aﬀſi 


ſtance of GOD himſelt, the Miniſter 
_ firſt prays for GOD's ſpecial Pre ſence 


with the People, ſaying, The Lord be 
w:th you; and they put up the ſame Pe- 


tition for the Miniſter, anſwering him, 


And with thy Spirit. Then immediate- 
ly we adore, and beg for Mercy from 


each Per ſon of the bleſſed Trinity, 


ſaying, Lord, have Mercy upon us. 


Chriſt, have Mercy upon us. Lord, have 
Mercy upon is. And having again ad- 


dreſſed our ſelves to GOD in that 
moſt perfect Form, which Chriſt him- 
ſelf has taught us, the Lord's- Prayer, 
S; E / =» 

by Turns lift up their . 72 | 
Hearts to GOD in lome Petitions. | 


wort 
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ſhort and heavenly Ejaculations, ſtrive 


ing as it were to out-v:c cach other in 


prevalling with the Almighty to 


pour down his Bleſſings upon us. Then 
in an humble and ſolemn 


Jos nt F eis Manner we join together 
br COnecti.* 5's „ i 
in petitioning the di- 


vine Majeſty for his Grace and Favour, 


his Defence and Protection, his Mercy 


and Bleſſing, for our ſelves, for the 
King, tor the Royal Family, for the 
Church, and for ai! Mankind. This we 


ordinarily do in the Collects appoint- 


ed for that Purpoſe: but upon Wed- 

„e, Neſday, Friday, and the 
e Lord's- Day Morning, we 
do it in the Litam, and in ſuch a Li- 
tany as comprehends all and every 


thing that we can ever need to deſire 
of Almighty GOD, either for our 


ſelves or others. 
Es While theſe Praycrs 
Reverence & ö 


Devotion in 


theſe Prayers. devoutly to continue up- 


or in any other flothful Poſture, as 
too many profanely and irreverently 
do: ſee therefore that as you come to 
Church to pray to GOD, you do it in 


are reading, we ought 


on our Knees; not ſitting, 


that 


1 


that awful, lowly, and ſolemn Man- 


ner, which becomes Creatures, when 


you ſpeak to your great and Almighty 
Creator, And altho' you ought not 


to repeat them aloud, to the Diſtur- 


bance of other People, yet you muſt 

repeat them 7» Your Hearts; your 
Minds accompanying the Miniſter 
from one Prayer to another, and from 
one part of each Prayer to the other, 


all along, with Affections ſuitable to 


the Matter ſounding in your Ears; 


humbly adoring and admiring GOD, 
according to the Names, Properties, 


and Works, which are attributed to 
him at the Beginning of each Prayer; 


earneſtly deſiring the good Things 
which are asked him in the Body of 
it for your ſelves or others; and ſted- 
faſtly believing in the Merits and In- 
terceſſion of Feſus Chriſt, for your ob- 


taining of them, when he is named, 


as he 1s at the End of every Prayer, 
except that of St. Chry/oſtum, becauſe 
that is directed immediately to Chriſt 
himſelf. At the Concluſion of every _ 
Collect alſo, you are to teſtifie your 


ſince rejoyning in it, by ſaying Amen; 


which ſignifles, ſo be it; or, thus I hear- 


5 : | fy 


yet 


1 
_ tily pray GOD it may be. 
But in the Litany, the 
like Aſſent is ſignified 
by rhe Anſwers which the People are 
directed to make in the proper Pla— 
des: As, Good Lord, deliver us; that 


Anſwers in 
the Litam . 


18, from all thoſe Sins or Other Evils 
which the Miniſter has juſt before 


mentioned; and, We beſeech thee to hear 


#8, good Lord; that is, to grant thoſe 
Bleſſings which the Miniſter has juſt 


recommended to our Deſires. By 
theſe we do expreſly, and more at 


large, make the ſeveral Petitions re- 


cited before by the Miniſter, our owr: 
_ Petitions and Requeſt to GOD. 


iThs at And having thus ia 
Thankggiving the Collects or Litany 


prayed for all neceſſary 


Bleſſings for our ſelves and others, it 


is but fit we ſhould praiſe him alſo tor 


thoſe Mercies we have already recei- 


ved; and give Thanks, not only in 
behalf of our ſelves, but (according 
to the Apoſtle's Dirc&ion) for alt. 


Mankind ; which we do, Low ard the 
Bad of the Service, in the genera! 


Thankſgiving. Here if we have any. ' 
ſpecial and particular Mercy to bles _ 
GOD 
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GOD for, upon our own account, let 
us thankfully remember it, and fe- 


cretly in our Hearts return our 


Praiſes for it, when we come to that 
Paſlage, Thy Goodneſs and loving Kind- 

neſs to us and to all Men. But let us 
ſtir up our ſelves to the utmoſt Fer- 
vency that is poflible, when we praiſe 
him for his ineſtimable Love in the Re- 


demption of the World by our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, for the Means of Grace, and 


for the Hope of Glory. For as theſe are 


the greateſt Bleſſings he could beſtow 


upon us, the thankful Acknowledg- 


ment of them is one of the chief 


Ends of our coming together thus in 
Chriſtian Aﬀemblies. And let us not 


only heartily pray, but ſincerely re- 
folve and endeavour, to ſhew our Senſe 
of theſe, and all GOD's other Mer- 


cies, by our holy and obedient | ives. 
After this general Thankſgiving, 


we have the Prayer of St. Chryſoflom z, 
-".. m9 then, the , è on : 
alone prays for, or bleſ— The Me. 


ſes, che Congregation with, The Grace 


of our Lord Teſus Chriſt, &C. (the Peo- 


ple having nothing to do to repeat. 
Lhis along with him; for it is an he 
| 0 
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of Authority in the Miniſter, belong- [ 


ing to his Office:) under which Bleſ— 

ſing are comprehended all we have 
deſired or can deſire to make us com- 
pleatly happy both now and for ever. 
And with this our common daily Ser- 
vice ends, „„ 


The Commu— But upon Sundays and 


| nion-Service. Holidays, we proceed to 


the Commnnion- Service; to that part 


joins to be uſed on ſuch Days, tho 


there be no actual Communion or Con- 
ſecration. As to the Prayers here, the 
ſame Temper and Devotion is to go- 


vern us, as in thoſe before put up: the 


ſame Reverence and Attention when 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels are read, as 
when the other Scriptures (the firſt 


and ſecond Leſſon) are: the ſame 


Faith, and holy Zeal, and Courage, 


when the Vicene Creed is repeated, as 


when the Apoſtles, or the Athanaſiau 


Creed is o. But that which is moſt 


particular in this Ser- 


| , = ; Fe 4 3 — N 
The Com- vice 18, that the Ten Com- 
mandmmns, manament; are {olemnly 


7 1} 


{ 3} wo 


read by the Miniſter; | 


"C 21 7 
and to expreſs the greater A001 
as pronouncins them in the Name of 
GUD, he does it ſtanding. The Con- 
J. gregation in the mean time is to con- 
tinue kneeling not that the Com- 
mandments are a Prayer, (as ſome 
weak People fancy them to be; mor 
are they to be repeated after the Mini- 
' feer, as many ignorantly do:) but it 
is with a peculiar Reverence that we 
ought to hear this awful Declaration 


= and Summary of GOD's Will and of 


our Duty, in the very Words of GOD 
' himſelf; and'becauſe that at the End 
of each Commandment, our Church 
has piouſly directed us, to beg the 
Mercy of GOD in pardoning what 
we have been guilty of againſt the 
Rule of that Commandment, and 
huis Grace to keep it better for the 
future, in theſe Words; Lord, have 
Mercy upon us, and cling Gur Hearts 
t9 keep this Lam; which being a 
Prayer, ought to be humbly offered 


upon our Knees. Be very ſerions 


therefore when the Commandments 


Lare read; and think, as the Mini- 


niſter goes along in every one of 
them, whether you have not offen- 


ded 


tn) 


ded GOD in ſomething contrary to ; 
that Commandment, (tor in many | 
things we all offend, as the Apoſtle ] 
tells us, Jam. iii. 2.) and according- | 
ly when you join With the reſt of | 
the Congregation in that ſhort Pray- 
er which follows it, beg Pardon of 
60D with a deep and true Re- 
pentance; and whether your Con- 
ſcience accuſe you or not, be ſeri— 
ous and in earneſt when you beg of 
GOD to zncline your Hearts to keep 
that Article of his Law, and to 
write the whole upon them more 
eſſectually for the Time to come. 
This part of the 
The nn Service concludes alſo 
at the End of with a Bleſſing, (to be 
the Commu- pronounced by the Mi- 
e niſter alone, and not to 
be repeated after him,) 
which i is in theſe Words; The Peace | 
of GOD, which paſſeth all Unaerſt and- | 
ing, keep your Hearts and Minds in 
the Knowledge and Love of GOD, and 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord : and 
the Bleſſing of GOD Almighty, the Fa- 
ther, rhe ow? and the Holy Ghoſt, be 4. 
mong di 
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mon ſt you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 


After the Bleſſing.” it may be fit 


to continue ſtill for ſome Time up- 


on your Knees, humbly beſceching 
Almighty GOD to pardon what 
he has ſeen amiſs in you ſince you 
came into his Preſence; and that he 
would be gracioully pleaſed to hear 


the Prayers, and to accept of the 


Praiſes which you have now offer'd 


up to him, through the Merits of 


Jeſus Christ, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. 


« 2 8 . * 
as 


” Gra before pabick Ser- 


pice, when we come into our 
- Gear, 


\ GOD, be merciful to me 
a Sinner; and by the In- 
ſpiration of thy holy Spirit, ſo 


4 cleanſe my Heart from all Sin 


and Careleſneſs, that I may per- 
been 
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fectly love Thee, and offer up 
to Thee an acceptable Sacrifice, 
thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer after Service is ended. 
Lory be to Thee, O Lord, 
who haſt vouchſafed to 
admit me into thy Houſe, to 
worſhip at thy Footſtool, In 
Mercy pardon my Wandrings 
ö and Imperfections; hear all the 
Prayers, and accept the Praiſes 
| that have been at this time of. 
fered up to thy divine Majeſty ; I 
and let the Senſe of what I have 
now heard be fo grafted in my 
Mind, as to bring forth in me 
the Fruit of good living, thro” 
Jeſus Chrit our Lord. Amen. 
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